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even when sin has momentarily separated the soul 
from God, but Paradise Lost and our own expenence teach us that ev.l 
done is beyond recall and that there >s no beginnmg life aga.n, in the strict 
sense of the word ; we must continue it as best we can. 

And now it only remains for me to apologise for so hasty an attempt to 
put Milton or Paradise Lost into the right perspective for the young. Oh ! 
shade of one of the greatest men that ever lived, forgive me in consideration 
of the fact that I know and would fain have others feel that your poem is like 
one of those grand cathedral aisles which embody the worship of the past 
and in which we would like to kneel. The young should be taught reverence, 
and Milton’s story would gain for them by being told in all its hard, naked 
pathos; by degrees his purpose and his beauty might be dimly revealed to 
them, to bear fruit in after life. Failing that, one must regard one’s 
attempt to “ educate ” them as an egregious failure. 

Truly yours, 

L. H. Brooks. 


fSome interesting letters 
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Edited by Miss F. Noel Armfield, Sec., 26. Victoria Street , S.W . 

Tel . 479 Victoria . 

lo whom all Hon. Local Secs, are requested to send reforts op alt 
matters of interest connected with their br anches , also 6 copies 
oj any prospectuses or other papers they may print . 

N.B. — Kindly write on one side of the paper only. 


NEW BRANCHES. 

Ihe Executive Committee has been approached with a view to starting 

Branches in the following places: 

Bradford. 

Brisbane. 

Cardiff.— Names maybe sent to Mrs. Hamilton, Blackladies, Dynas 
rowis. 

NFERMUne. Mrs. Beveridge, Pitreavie, Dunfermline, would be 
glad to hear from people interested. 

UiLDFORD —Names may be sent fro tern, to Mrs. Clarke Kennedy, 
Ewhurst Rectory, near Guildford 

Nottingham. 

Surbiton. 

Swansea. 

Tunbk.dgk Wells and District.-//*,,. 

Mrs. rrouton Rotherfield, Sussex < P r 0 tern.). 

friends ther* * ^ ^Ta*'** Stevie7v living in these districts, or having 
Street S W *** & ° ‘ orTlrnun ' ca,e w bb Miss Armfield, 26 , Victoria 


Sec. and Treasurer : 
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DERBY. On Tuesday Jan. l 2th , fony . fivc child , en and . 

,he prmting works o Messrs. Bemrose & Sons, I.imited They “re 

rorpivpH hv Mr Arrmlrl Rnm r .1 . J c c 


received by Mr. Arnold Bemrose 


J "CIL 

. r rj u 1 7 ° ne °* Erectors, who gave a brief 

explanation of How books are made,” and shewed them specimens. 
Ihey were then divided into four parties and taken over some portions of 
the works by Mr. Bemrose and three assistants. The generation of 
electricity for lighting and driving the works was seen. The party were 
then shewn the various processes involved in the making of a book, viz., 
composition by hand and by linotype machines, printing off the copies’, 
folding and cutting of the printed sheets, stitching and binding. 

Dulwich. — On Tuesday, Nov. 24th, at Pond House, Miss Montague 
lectured on “The Happiness of Work: an Educational Ideal.” A 
delightful lecture, which provoked a fair amount of discussion. Mr. 
Hunt took the chair. A good number of members were present. — 
On Tuesday, Dec. 8 th, at Hillsboro', Alleyn Park, Mr. Hunt lectured 
on “ Alleyn and Dulwich,” illustrated by lantern slides. A large 
number of members were present, also many of Mr. Mallinson’s boys, who 
listened with a keen and intelligent interest. The afternoon closed with a 
hearty vote of thanks to Mr. Hunt, proposed by the Rev. J. H. Mallinson. 

EDINBURGH. — A successful meeting was held on Dec. 11th. Mr. Henry 
Johnston, M. A., Oxon., spoke on “The Informal Teaching of History.” Miss 
Ainslie, B.A., presided. Mr. Johnston said that there were three points on the 
subject to be considered, or rather three questions to be answered:— ( 1 ) Is it 
desirable to attempt any informal teaching of history ? ( 2 ) Is it possible ? 
(3) Has it any special dangers ? In a concise and interesting way the lecturer 
proved to his hearers that both the first and the second questions should 
be answered in the affirmative. With regard to the third point, he felt 
that there were several dangers to be avoided. One should be careful not 
to give the children a wrong impression, nor to let them feel that the events 
in history were unreal, and the characters were puppets dressed up for their 
benefit. The lecturer said he considered strict accuracy of no great 
importance, as long as one did not take an infallible tone, fhe essential 
point was to make the characters live to present in short : • h» undeveloped 
but interested mind, history from the historical point of view. 

Friday Dec. Dth, 

address on Tim lecturer considered the question 
permission of Mrs_Kllpa ) ^ ^ * necessky for the ma,n- 

,n three aspects F l P y consideratjon of the composition of the 

tenance of health . AD • fection 0 f anv one organ affects 

body and o, .he ^Tbe Sla.ive. ' Seconaioranring 

the whole, proves that t should it be taken as work or as 

physical culture to be ar£ , U ments on both sides, the lecturer 

play ? After mentioning h ^ ^ ^ advantage of being a 

summed up in favour . d _ Regarding the amount ot exercise 

healthy mental discipline. can be laid down. Summing up, he 

to be taken no hard and fas rule chiIdien . 

laid great stress on an open ^ ^ t J lecturer at the meeting ot 

HAMPSTEAD.--Mr. 08C I < ^ own persona i impressions of the 

this Branch on Dec. 8th, nh ° , , „ rowt h of public taste during the 

development of pianoforte playing and the grown P 
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. ft years The lecture was rendered most attractive by the fact 
!ft Mr Bennger fully illustrated, on the piano, the various phases with which 
uau He said there had been a great change in musical taste since 
lit then he made his first public appearance here as a little prodigy, 
o i Richards Kuhe with his operatic fantaisies, and Sidney Smith, 
e c rn^em most in vogue then, but the pieces of those days are 
nearly all forgotten. At last people began to be t.red of tinkling on a few 
S, and They went on to fresh pastures, where sentimentality was the 
h ilincr feature and touch, for the first time, had to be considered, in 
playing f melody’ with accompaniment. Next, the popularity of Field's 
nocturnes and Mendelssohn’s songs without words, caused people to 
realize that the piano could produce more variety of tone. Later came a 
perfect mania for technical execution, and each pianist vied with the other 
as to who had the greatest powers of endurance, who could play the fastest ; 
but Mr Beringer considered that the advent of the pianola will put a stop 
to all pride in mechanical dexterity. One interesting feature was the 
resurrection of the eighteenth century composers, whose works may be 
compared to beautifully finished miniatures. 

HYDE Park and BAYSWATER. — Hon. Sec , Mrs. E. L Franklin. 
50, Porchester Terrace, Hyde Park. “ At Home ” Thursday mornings, or 
by appointment.— On Dec. 8th, at 86, Westbourne Terrace (by kind per- 
mission of Mrs. Hall), Miss Lily Montagu read to a crowded audience her 
paper on “ The Happiness of Woik ” ; Mrs. Devonshire in the chair. The 
paper was much appreciated, and all felt that it struck the right note of 
inspiration which parents might give to their daughters as to the call life 
would make to them after school days were over.— On Feb. 8th, at 3.30 p.m., 
Mrs. Franklin will talk to new members and non-members, at 50, Porchester 
Terrace, on the work and teaching of the P.N.E.U. On application to Mrs. 
Franklin, additional cards will be supplied to members for their friends. — 
On Feb. 10th, at 8 30 p.m., at 38, Gloucester Square (by kind permission 
of Mrs. Meyer Spielmann), Mr. Meyer Spielmann in the chair, Dr. Emil 
Reich, of the London University, will lecture. 

IPSWICH. — A most interesting and practical lecture was given in 
December, at the Ipswich Museum, by Dr. Sinclair, on “ Children’s 
Eyesight.” Dr. Brogden was in the chair. Dr. Sinclair maintained that 
the subject deserved much more attention than it received. The ever- 
increasing number of spectacled children was due to the fact that their 
eyes do receive greater attention than formerly, but also indicated the 
stress of increased education. Interesting photographs were shown of the 
favourite attitudes of children while studying or writing ; many cases of 
curvature of the spine arose from this cause. In the lecturer’s opinion, five 
or six hours’ a day real study was quite enough for children under fifteen, to 
whom a good physique was as desirable as mental attainments. — Mrs. 
Garrett Rice gave a lecture at the Museum, on “ Needlework and the 
Modern Girl.” Miss Clayden was in the chair. The lecturer remarked 
that of the changes which had affected needlework the two chief were 
the inventions of the sewing machine and the bicycle. Sixty years ago 
needlework was one of the chief occupations of a woman’s life. It 
included three chief branches— making clothes, mending clothes, and 
fancy, or rather decorative, work. The first two were more of a handicraft. 
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the latter an art. 1 he designing should always be done by the person who 
did the work ; it greatly increased the interest, and developed taste and 
originality. She maintained that handwork and drawing should be 
begun before anything else, and that all girls should learn needlework 
but not until they are 13 or 14 years old-first, because the larger muscles 
of the hand and arm should be trained and used before the smaller ones. 
Eyesight also was sometimes injured by inducing children to take up 
very fine work. At 13 and 14 it was much easier to interest girls in 
needlework, and the larger handicrafts would be found to have prepared 
the muscles. In making clothes girls should always be expected to cut out as 
well as make. 


Leeds. — A lecture was given to this branch on Nov. 20th, by Dr 
Eddison, on “ The Development of Mind in Children.” The lecturer 
pointed out that the physical basis of mind is the brain, and that the child 
does not come into the world with a brain which you can manipulate as 
you will. No one knows when the development of a child’s brain begins— 
but the development goes on whether you wish it or not. There are three 
courses open to us : (1) we may leave the mind like a wild garden to pro- 
duce what it will — both flowers and weeds ; (2) we may make it a kitchen- 
garden to produce only what is useful ; (3) we may train it to appreciate 
the beauty of the world. The lecturer also spoke of the emotions, the 
memory, and the imagination, and impressed upon his hearers the necessity 
of training the child to think right 

Reading. — Natural History Club— On Tuesday evening, Dec. 8th. 
about twenty-five members listened with much interest to a paper 
read by Miss Morin : “ Walking with open eyes.” She told us of the 
never- failing story that Nature had to tell to those who had open eyes and 
open heart to receive it. Her talk about trees was especially interesting, 
and some splendid diagrams done in white chalk on brown paper were 
shown, teaching the form and character of the growth of different trees- 
when putting forth their buds. 

RE1GATE AND R.OH,EL._On 

LLtlr' The chair' wa g s taken by Mr. Sewill, who, in introducing Mrs. 
Fr'Shn, stated that the local 

40 members. L a„ , .“resting and charming 

help forward true hduca , , company for nearly an hour. In 

manner, which nvetted theatten ion ^ nQW had on the books 

the first place she ^* P '^ er was gradually increasing. Having pointed 

3,000 members, and t care shou id be taken in engaging nurses. 

out how essential it was ch > he youn& should receive the close 

she said the selection of a sc mot hers. Dealing with the formation 

attention and careful consi Mrs . F ran klin pointed out that the 

of habits and character ° c ’ b ] e j nt0 the mind of a child was 

implanting ot all that ion In the matter of hisu.ry and 

lUera'ure'they 1 could'do an untold amount o, work by oh, anting (or their 

children good books *° rea £ s of Ftid ay, No*. 13th and 27th we had 
RICHMOND.-On the a W ood. The first on “ Lite m a 

two delightful lectures from Rev. 
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j .... ..garth Workers.’' About 150 young p eop i e 
Pond,” and the dience eaC h time, and listened in rapt attention 

and adults formed t Wg liave a i rea dy had requests for more lectures 

to Mr. Wood for 1 ? 1 . . k forwa rd to having him again before the 

b> ' Mr ‘ ?oh°davs n on- Common Objects of the Sea Shore.” In January 
summer holidays secretary, and to introduce new members, 

we hope to start w ised to speak on “The Why and Wherefore 

P I 'n'e U^^Oth^r lectures are beingarranged— one on “Literature,” 
anothe!' on ‘ Nursery Hygiene,” and one on “ The New Teaching of 

Geometry.” t j ie L d Bishop of Hull (President of 

" T1,i> ycar cl,0 “ ,or h,s subie « 
?The Christian Home.” The address was earnest and helpful. High 
ideals were set before us, and parents were strongly urged to see to it that 
the atmosphere of the home was founded upon the .deals of the Heavenly 
relationship. A request was made that the paper should be printed. 
This will be done, and a copy sent to all our members. The next meeting 

is not until February. ^ „ .. ... 

Wakefield AND Distkict.-Oh Tuesday, Dec. 1st a meeting by the 

kind permission of Mr. and Mrs. Wigglesworth, was held at Holmfield, 
Thornes. The Rev. H. A. Kennedy gave a highly instructive address on 
u Bible Teaching to young children.” The speaker urged the importance 
of the teaching being the outcome of the teacher’s own religious con- 
victions, and showed how widely applicable the Bible stories are in leading 
the child’s mind to a knowledge and appreciation of the nature of sin and 
its consequences, and the use that this knowledge could give in spiritual 
difficulties later in life. The afternoon’s proceedings were brought to a 
close by a hearty vote of thanks to the lecturer for his interesting address. 

Winchester. — On Saturday. Nov 21st, the Rev. J. E Kelsall gave 
a most interesting lecture on “ Birds,” at the Headmaster’s house. Many 
little ones were present who were greatly delighted with all Mr. Kelsall 
told us about our feathered friends, and also showed keen appreciation 
of the charming lantern illustrations by Mr. Cowen. — The Nature Study 
exhibition was held at Bereweke House, by Mis. Gould’s kind permission, 
when some excellent children’s collections were exhibited, the arrange- 
ment of which displayed much intelligent interest and care. At a 
meeting held, by kind invitation of Mrs. Miller, at St. Aubyn’s, on 
Wednesday, Dec. 9th, Miss Troutbeck read an interesting and thoughtful 
paper, the subject being “Which are our most suicidal defects?” H ie 
paper was followed by a short disbussion. The next meeting will be 
held on Jan. 20th, when Miss Lathom will read a paper on “Secondary 
Education.’’ 

Woking.— A flourishing Reading Circle meets every week by request of 
the members. The book now being read is Mr. Wells’ Mankind in the 
Making , a great deal of interesting discussion usually takes place, and 
the readings are much enjoyed by the members. We have had no lectures 
as yet this session, but hope to arrange for some ; a Cooking Class has been 
arranged, and is much appreciated by both members and hon. members 
of the P.N.E.U., in fact, we have gained several new members through 
the class. 
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WORDSWORTH THE HUMANIST. 

By Felix Asher, 

Incumbent of Trinity Chapel , Brighton. 

Part I. 

The word humanist in our title may seem to demand 
■explanation. You are of course aware that this word has a 
technical meaning in relation to a clearly marked movement 
in the past history of Europe — a movement which, under 
new forms, is alive to-day. Historically, the humanists, 
such as Petrarch, Pica della Mirandola, Erasmus, and Sir 
Thomas More, were men who in the fourteenth, fifteenth an 
sixteenth centuries had felt the peculiar and powerful stimulus 
which comes from human learning. In order to see w a 
this stimulus is we must refer to its opposite— Divine learning. 
It would be out of place here to attempt to speak explicitly 
■on the ultimate distinction between the Divine and the human, 
the Eternal and the secular, the spirit of the Ages an ie 
spirit of the age. Employing only general terms we may say 
that Divine learning has taught man that he is related “ 
dependent on, awful laws, chiefly those of conduct to vrtuch 
obedience is due at whatever cost. In its everer ta » .* 
teaches that humanity can have no completely omided joy 
within itself It has introduced into human lif ., < 3 

suffering has maintained that austere anc 
the secret of suffering, as it is the secret of perfection, whereby 

VOL. XV. NO. 3. 


